Personal St@ries

World War 11

Harold lance WW2
Palestine Police

harles and Harriet Vincent lived in a semi detached Bungafow, built under the Land Court Scheme, on (junw’ffe

Road not far from St joﬁns Church. Tl ﬁey had s children, 4 girl’s and one Eoy. Their cfaugﬁter Louisa married
Edmund lance and settled in Winterslow. Louisa and Edmund had 3 Boys, George born in 1907, Harold born in 1909
and ﬂ-fecffey born in 1911, also a Jaugﬁter Selina born in 1917.

ﬂ-ﬁefffey, ﬁaving served an engineen’ng ogaprenticesﬁip in Saﬁsﬁury, started a garage in Middleton Road in Winterslow.

George [eﬁ home to join the CRoya[ ‘Marines when he was 18 serving till 1946 on such ca}oim( sﬁi}rs as the CRgaufse and
aircmﬁ—cawier Courageous

Harold also volunteered for service afum'ng the interwar }aem’m{ sewing with the Coldstream guanfs for 3 years 69(01@

returning to Winterslow. As a builder he was involved in Euifcﬁng the ﬁrst houses in Firs Road, but decided in 1939 to
join the Palestine Police as Great Britain had been given the mandate ﬁy the League of Nations. The Palestine Police
carried out all the normal duties, but in addition had a }oeace—ﬁeqaing role in respect of maintaining order between the

Jewish and Arab Jaeopfeg

The British were oﬁen attacked By terrorists with both Jewish and Arab groups cfaiming tﬁey were not maintaining
neutrality and favouring the other side. Harold enlisted in 1938 in response to a government recruiting campaign
Eeing an ideal candidate due to his Jorew’ous mifimry exyerience. Harold Eqpt in touch with the famify 6y letter and

sent pictures of his time in the country and Jerusalem.
The fami@ received notﬁcation of Harold’s death from the Qnspector-genem[ qf the Palestine Police.

“On 7th May 1939, Constable Lance, who was stationed at Athlit Detention Camp, went with a party of five other
British Joofice to the beach near Athlit Co[ony to bathe. The sea was very rougﬁ and while swimming na cfe}otﬁ qf
about 4 feet a Joatcﬁ of ({nfn’ng sand was encountered and the party maaf‘for shore when it was observed Constable
—— Lance was missing. He was then seen to be in difficulties and three
of his com}oam'ons endeavoured to reach him, but were unable
to do so owing to the rm(tgﬁness cf the sea. Another had gone for
. |, ol 3 ﬁeﬁo to other British po ice fmm ﬂ-(alfa who were in the w’cim’ty
T e “u with a party @( naval mtings. Endeavours were made to locate
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AL d i ﬂ & A 4 Constable Lance and he was /oun(f washed up on the beach about
Bl s\ ﬁaﬁc an hour later. iertg'ﬁcia respiration was immediately applied
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(N | hl 'l' g & f‘! S and medical aid summoned from the colon b but he could not be
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l ~ revived. The Eoc[y was com/eyecf to ﬂ-ﬁufa osylmf that aﬁemoon A

The funeral took place at 3pm on 8th May, at the New Protestant
Cemetery, ‘J—(mfa with fuff }oo[ice honours.

Mick Brown

ﬂcﬁnowfecfgement: Norman Thorne. Wiﬁljoec{ia.




